KEUN TAI KIM

b. 1953, South Korea, works and lives in South Korea

Born in 1953, Kim Keun Tai graduated from Chung-Ang University's Department of Painting and is
a recognized artist as a next-generation monochrome painter. Kim Keun Tai contemplates Eastern
philosophy and encapsulates it on canvas with a simple yet profound resonance. Monochrome
canvases devoid of form, such as white and brown, resemble ancient porcelain or moon jars.
Much like a shaman performing rituals, he practices spirituality through visually revealing the
world of immaterial lines. The temporality and performative nature revealed in the artist's attitude
and process towards his work, along with the rustic and affectionate beauty rooted in Korean
nature, are characteristics of Kim Keun Tai's work. This Korean beauty revealed in his work has also
drawn attention in the global art market. Kim Keun Tai has long equated his paintings with
porcelain. Indeed, the pure white light of Kim Keun Tai’s works, as seen from the surface, bears a
striking resemblance to the pristine brightness of porcelain, but it doesn’t merely stop at color. A
simplicity, modesty, and honesty that are never lacking regardless of what is contained within, the
pure and straightforward porcelain, is perhaps akin to the ultimate essence that Kim Keun Tai
seeks through his work. The thickly layered paint, constantly applied and then erased, is closer to
an attitude towards life of trying to empty and erase rather than painting onto the canvas. The
more he empties, the more the artwork transcends the flatness of the canvas's limitations,
unfolding into a world without beginning or end. The artist claims that everything is consumed,
leaving behind the essence, which he expresses through his paintings.
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Keuntai Kim is a renowned Korean artist who has devoted his artistic practice to exploring the
profound connections between nature, philosophy, and modern aesthetics. A graduate of Chung-
Ang University's Department of Painting, Kim has spent decades pondering existential questions
about the nature of being and truth, seeking answers through Eastern philosophical thought and
the elements of nature.

Throughout his career, Kim Keun Tai has maintained a deep commitment to minimalism and
abstraction, drawing inspiration from the natural world and the Eastern concept of 'Wu

Wei' (effortless action). His works evoke the quiet beauty of nature, emphasizing the raw materials
and elemental forces that shape the world around us. One of his key artistic endeavors is to
capture nature’s inherent beauty and transcend the boundaries of artificial human creation
through simple yet profound gestures.

In his search for authenticity, Kim often uses materials such as stone powder and other organic
substances, working them directly onto the canvas with minimal interference. The result is a
harmony of texture, color, and form that speaks to the delicate balance between nature's purity
and human expression. His works often explore the themes of imperfection, acceptance, and the



beauty of natural processes, resonating with the Eastern philosophies of impermanence and the
cyclical nature of life.

As an artist, Kim Keun Tai's work is characterized by its stillness, simplicity, and quiet
contemplation, inviting the viewer to reflect on the deeper truths of existence. His paintings evoke
a sense of serenity and sublimity, allowing nature to breathe through the canvas. Kim’s philosophy
is summed up in his own words: "In emptiness there is substance, and in stillness there is
sublimity. Not abandoning, not forcing, but letting things be."

Through his continuous exploration of these themes, Kim Keun Tai's work continues to push the
boundaries of contemporary Korean art, creating a space for reflection on the natural world and
our place within it.
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